
 

             
  

 
Timothy J. May                                 August Neff 

Chairman                             Vice‐Chairman 

Erie Area Transportation Study ● Metropolitan Planning Organization 
 

Erie MPO Coordinating Committee 
 

Wednesday, June 9, 2021 10:00am      https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89252031709 

Call in:          +1 929 205 6099 US (New York)     Meeting ID: 892 5203 1709 

 
Agenda 

1. Call to Order  
2. Hearing of the Public 
3. Minutes from March 10th 2021 (vote) 

 

4. 2021 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
a. FCC- Modifications –Brandon Leach 
b. FCC-Amendment—Brandon Leach  

a. Vote results—Emily Aloiz 
c. FCC-Information Items –Brandon Leach 

a. Bayfront Senate Appropriations $25 million application-PennDOT D1 
b. Vote results—Emily Aloiz 

d. Updates on Financial Guidance, PennDOT Pathways, and TROC-Kevin McCullough  
e. Local Federal Aid Route—paving funds for 2022 (due July 26th)- Emily Aloiz 

 
5. $5 Local Use Fee Project Updates 

a. Results of e-ballot on Kahkwa Ave Bridge 
 

6. Long Range Transportation Plan update –Emily Aloiz   (Survey closing on the 11th) 
 

7. Project Updates 
a. EMTA updates—Dani Duran 

a. MPO adoption of transit safety targets (vote)  
b. PennDOT Project Newsletter—Ron Johnson  

 

8. Other Business  
a. TA set aside application round  

 

9. Adjournment—August 11th  10:00am Technical Advisory Committee Meeting  
 
The Erie MPO is committed to compliance with the nondiscrimination requirements of applicable civil 
rights statutes, executive orders, regulations, and policies. The meeting location is accessible to 
persons with disabilities. With advance notification, accommodations may be provided for those with 
special needs related to language, sight, or hearing. If you have a request for a special need, wish to file 
a complaint, or desire additional information, please contact Emily Aloiz, 814-451-7325. If you speak 
another language, language assistance is available to you free of charge. Call 814-451-6237 (TTY: 711) 
or ealoiz@eriecountypa.gov
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 Draft Erie MPO Coordinating Committee 

March 10th, 2021 Minutes 
 
A meeting of the Erie MPO Coordinating Committee was held on Wednesday, March 10th at 
10:00am 2021.  Due to COVID-19, the meeting was held virtually.   
 
For a recording of the meeting, please use the following link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nVOIqPwtbz4 
 
Those in attendance were:  

Voting Members  Non-Voting Members 
Organization Representative  Organization Name 
City of Corry David Mitchell  DEP Staci Gustafson 
City of Erie Jon Tushak  FHWA Gene Porochniak 
 Kathy Wyrosdick  FTA None 
 Jason Sayers (alternate)  HUD None 
 Charles Scalise (alternate)  DCED None 
 Joseph Schember  Guests 
 Renee Lamis  NW RPO Travis Siegel 
County of Erie Honey Stempka (alternate)  PennDOT Program 

Center 
Matthew Crea 

ECAB Bill Kuhn   Chamber  Amy Murdock 
ECATO East Gus Neff  Senator Toomey Sheila Sterrett 
ECATO West Bob Soltis (alternate)  Erie County 

Maintenance 
Jim Shaut 

EMTA Dani Duran (alternate)  TranSystems Brian Krul 

ERAA Derek Martin   Urban Engineers Charity Stover 

EWPPA None  Elderly and 
Disabled  

Passel Helminski 

Fairview Twp None  PennDOT Program 
Center 

Dan Keane 

Harborcreek Twp Tim May (chair)  Edinboro Kevin Opple 

Lawrence Park Twp None   Chris Motter 
Millcreek Twp.  None   J Kaufer 
PennDOT Program 
Center 

Kevin McCullough 
Brandon Leach (alternate) 

 Parking Authority  Christopher Friday 

PennDOT 1-0 Brian McNulty 
Tom McClelland (alternate) 

 Council of 
Governments 

Jessica Horan-Kunco 

Summit Twp Mark Welka  PennDOT 1-0 Jill Harry 
 Matt Jonas (alternate)   Lyndsie DeVito 
Wesleyville Boro.  None   Courtney Lyle  
    Ron Johnson 
 
Twelve (12) voting representatives were in attendance plus five (5) voting alternates.  A quorum 
was reached.   An additional three (3) alternative voting members were in attendance.  
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1. Call to Order / Introductions 

 Chairman T. May calls the meeting to order at 10:07am.   
 

2. Hearing of the Public  
 None 

 
3. Election of 2021 Chair and Vice Chair  
A motion was made to nominate Tim May as chair and Gus Neff as vice-chair by H. Stempka.  
B. Kuhn seconded the motion.  D. Mitchell called for nominations to be closed.  It was seconded 
by Mayor Schember.  A motion was made to appoint the chair and vice chair by B. Kuhn moved 
and it was seconded by Mayor Mitchell.   

Tim May was unanimously elected as 2021 CC chairman 
Gus Neff was unanimously elected at 2021 vice-chair 

 
4. Minutes from the December 9th 2020 meeting  

 D. Martin makes a motion to approve the minutes. It is seconded by B. Kuhn.  There is 
no discussion.   

The minutes are approved unanimously 
 
5.  2021 TIP Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

a. Fiscal Constraint Charts 
B. Leach presented one administrative modification.  The final design costs increased with 
funding from the highway bridge line item.  C. Lyle said that there was discussion of a vote that 
would be needed, but changes to letting schedules means the vote is not needed at this time.   
 
       b.  PennDOT Pathways P3 Initiative  
K. McCullough discussed the PennDOT pathways initiative to raise new funds through a P3 
bridge toll.  None of the candidate toll bridges are in Erie County.  B. Leach shared the link 
https://www.penndot.gov/about-us/funding/Pages/default.aspx  for more information.   
 
6. $5 Local Use Fee  

 T. May gave an update on the Leet Road Bridge Project which is being funded with $5 
Local Use Fee Funds.  Harborcreek is working on easement agreements.  They will meet 
on site now that the weather is better.  The engineer will complete 2 core borings.   

 
 Secretary Aloiz presented an overview of the program including the current surplus of 

$1,252,987 and the ranking process using ADT x Detour Length + Condition.   
 

 J. Tushak discussed the Kahkwa Ave Bridge Project.  A description of the project had 
been sent out with the meeting materials.  The bridge requires a feasibility study to 
evaluate 7 items and the construction of a by-pass road before the bridge 
repairs/replacement can be addressed. Secretary Aloiz noted that two separate projects 
must be created—one for the study and one for the road.   
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A motion was made to assign $75,000 for a feasibility study of Kahkwa Ave Bridge by D. 
Mitchell it was seconded by B. Kuhn.  There was no additional discussion.   

The study funds were assigned to Kahkwa Ave Bridge unanimously. 
 
A motion was made to assign up to $165,387 for access road construction for Kahkwa Ave 
Bridge by D. Mitchell it was seconded by B. Kuhn.  Matt Jonas asked if these funds will affect 
the 2 million match.  Secretary Aloiz said she confirmed with Larry Shifflet at PennDOT that the 
2 million match will not be effected.  J. Tushak noted that there the bridge this votes are just for 
the study and the access road.  When the best option for the bridge repair is decided, more money 
will be requested at that time.   

The access road construction funds were assigned to Kahkwa Ave Bridge unanimously. 
 
The second bridge prioritized was the Himrod Road Bridge in Waterford Township.  It was the 
second in condition rank and sixth on ADT and detour rank. The cost estimate was $539,600.  A 
motion was made to assign the funds to the bridge B. Kuhn It was seconded by J. Schember.  
There was no additional discussion.   

The replacement funds were assigned to Himrod Road Bridge unanimously. 
 

The third bridge on the list is Sherrod Hill Bridge in Elk Creek Township.  It was third in 
condition rank and 9th in ADT and Detour rank.  The cost estimate was $473,000. A motion was 
made to assign the funds to the bridge B. Kuhn.  It was seconded by J. Tushak.  There was no 
additional discussion.   

The replacement/rehabilitation funds were assigned to Sherrod Hill Bridge unanimously. 
 
7. Long Range Transportation Plan  
Secretary Aloiz presented the Public Engagement Plan for the LRTP.  A survey with wikimap 
will be created.  Engagement will be virtual.  B. McNulty said that PennDOT doesn’t have any 
feedback other than performance measures will have to be incorporated into the plan.   
 
8. Project Updates  

 Erie Airport updates 
D. Martin presented updates on the Erie International Airport.  The pandemic has caused a decrease 
in passengers, down 59% from last year mainly due to corporate travel decreasing.  However, 
multiple construction projects are ongoing or are out for bid right now.  These include the 
construction of a car rental canopy, construction of a snow removal equipment building (SRE), 
creation of a 4th jet bridge, expansion of the airport ramp, reorganization of customs and board 
facilities, and replacement of the revolving doors with double leaf sliding doors.  These projects will 
bring $7-8 million dollars of construction work to the area this summer.   
 
Mayor Schember asked about the flight to Washington D.C.  D. Martin indicated that like with 
other routes passenger travel is down.  Delta airlines lost $12 billion last year, but people have been 
traveling to Erie from New York State because travel restrictions were more severe in New York.  
 
May 3rd 2021 PSA pre-checks will be available at the airport.   
 

 EMTA update 
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D. Duran presented an EMTA update.  EMTA has completed their agency safety plan and will 
share with the group.  They continue to replace old bus stock and donated two paratransit 
vehicles to the Erie Police department.  They are working on mobile ticketing capability.  
Since the new building and parking garage is open now, Chairman May suggested the MPO 
could have a meeting there in the future.  Mayor Mitchell asked about the CNG fulling station 
promotion.  D. Duran indicated that the station is managed by Trillium, but they will look into 
more promotion in the future.   
 

 PennDOT Project Newsletter 
T. McClelland said the most recent project update newsletter has not been released yet.  Due to the 
pandemic, the state’s 2.2 billion letting program has decreased down to 1.9 billion.  That means that 
some projects will be delayed, possibly those that were presented at the previous Technical 
Advisory Committee Meeting.  Candidates for delay include Zuck Road and Route 699 Bridge over 
1-90.   
 
Secretary Aloiz asked about the letting of the 8th Street Multimodal Project in the City of Erie.   
Mayor Schember asked if J. Tushak or J. Sayers had any more information about the 8th street 
project.  City staff indicated they did not know about a delay.  L. DeVito from PennDOT indicated 
that everything was in place to being the project other than the funding.   
 
Secretary Aloiz asked if there will be opportunity for MPO input on which projects are delayed.  T. 
McClelland said yes.  B. McNulty said they had a very short turn around to revise their letting 
schedule and in the future there will be more opportunity of MPO input.  He is hopeful that as low 
bids come in across the state that more projects will be let this year.  He will follow up with the City 
of Erie on the West 8th Street Project.  C. Lyle mentioned that PennDOT may be able to Let the 8th 
Street project because a different deputate oversees those funds.   
 
B. Kuhn asked about the status of SR 215 and SR 18 bridges over 1-90.  B. McNulty the demolition 
was advanced on SR 215 due to a collision.  That project has already let and will not be delayed.     
 
7. Other Business 

 PennDOT TYP (12 Year Plan)   
D. Keane presented the outreach strategy for PennDOT’s 2023 twelve year plan and asked others 
in the group to promote the outreach to a survey and public forum.  The forum will be March 23, 
2021 from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  More information can be found here:  
https://talkpatransportation.com/  
A toolkit can be found here: https://talkpatransportation.com/toolkit 
Questions can be directed to dkeane@pa.gov  
 
Secretary Aloiz mentioned that there will also be a specific Erie LRTP survey that will be 
released soon.   
 

 Mayor Mitchell told the group that Corry Development Authority is trying to reestablish 
a charter for the Corry airport.  This requires a business plan. Mayor Mitchell requested 
help from anyone in the group that could assist in that process.    
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 B. McNulty confirmed the 8th Street Multimodal project in the City of Erie will be able to 
be Let in 2021.  He also wanted to follow up on a conversation that was held before the 
start of the meeting about expanding broadband access.  PennDOT is happy to partner 
with those efforts.  PennDOT looked into putting conduit along I-90 for fiber optics in the 
past, but it wasn’t funded.  They are open to other options.  In Venango County, 
PennDOT has used polls to help spread broadband in rural areas.   

 
8.  Adjournment  
A motion was made by B. McNulty and seconded by Mayor Schember. Meeting adjourns 
11:20am 
 
For more information or questions please contact Secretary Emily Aloiz (814)-451-7325 or 
ealoiz@eriecountypa.gov 













































https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/2017-03-30_erie_lrtp_reportappendicespackage_pdf.pdf
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MPMS 108952 (SR 4034 A01) – Central Bayfront Parkway Multimodal. This is a multimodal, 
safety improvement and congestion reduction project on the Bayfront Parkway with a focus on 
creating a stronger connection between the downtown and the waterfront and increase access for 
pedestrians and bicyclists in the City of Erie. The project is a result of the Bayfront Parkway Study. 

 
• Total Programmed Project Cost (Preliminary Engineering, Final Design, Utility, Right-of-Way, 

and Construction): $75,800,000 
• Preliminary Design was started on November 16, 2017, using MS Consultants, Inc. 
• FHWA approved the request to reclassify the required NEPA clearance from an Environmental 

Assessment (EA) to a Level 2 Categorical Exclusion Evaluation (CEE) on April 15, 2020. The 
CEE Level 2 was approved by FHWA on June 15, 2020 and is posted on the project website. 

• The Design Team applied for a 2020 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development 
(BUILD) discretionary grant on May 15, 2020. Notification of $21 million award was made on 
September 10, 2020. The BUILD grant kick-off meeting was held on March 24, 2021. 

• Initial Public meetings were held on December 4 and December 11, 2018. A follow up Public 
Meeting was held August 7, 2019. 

• The Project Advisory Committee (PAC) first met on June 26, 2019. The most recent PAC 
meeting was held February 20, 2020. 

• The Design Team presented project information to Erie City Council at a Council Study Session 
on August 13, 2020. City of Erie held a virtual Public Meeting on September 24, 2020. 

• Stakeholder meetings were held January 22 and 23, 2020. 
• The 60 percent plan for the CSX railroad track relocation was received by PennDOT on July 14, 

2020. The Soldiers and Sailors Home Bridge Plans, Specifications, & Estimate package is under 
review and ready for advertisement after Right-of-Way settlement occurs. The draft archaeology 
report for the Soldiers &Sailors bridge site was submitted to the State Historic Preservation Office 
on November 30, 2020. The Final Design work order for the Central Bayfront project was 
executed on January 6, 2021.    

• A utility meeting at the project site with all facility owners was conducted on August 14, 2020, to 
discuss the proposed improvements and identify potential impacts. Geotechnical borings that 
were taken in the Fall of 2020 are currently being tested in the lab for foundation designs.  Utility 
coordination is ongoing. The roundabout peer review meeting was held on February 22, 2021. 
The pedestrian bridge peer review workshop was held on March 25, 2021. 

• The Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Home bridge project was advertised with bids opened on April 8, 2021, 
the apparent low bidder is Chivers Construction Company, Inc., at $2,701,947.  

• PUC meetings were held on August 6, 2020, for various railroad crossings within the project 
limits. PUC Meeting for the abolishment of the State Street and Holland Street railroad crossings 
was December 3, 2020. Work continues for the railroad construction agreement with CSX.   

• The Bayfront Parkway Traffic Analysis Report was approved by FHWA on April 7, 2020. The 
Design Field View submission was approved by FHWA on February 19, 2021. 

• Project info can be found on the project website: www.bayfrontparkwayproject.com 
• Proposed let date: January 13, 2022 
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